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Sheriff of Nottingham : Just a minute. Robin Hood steals money from my pocket,  

forcing me to hurt the public, and they love him for it? 

[Scribe reluctantly nods] 

Sheriff of Nottingham : That's it then. Cancel the kitchen scraps for lepers and orphans,  

no more merciful beheadings, and call off Christmas. 

Alan Rickman, Sheriff of Nottingham, Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves, 1991 

 

Abstract: 

One American’s view of the Trump administration, its path of destruction and threats to American 

democracy, values, and camaraderie; and what may be next for the United States. 
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     It has been suggested, that you can never really know something or someone until you have enough 

distance to see it from afar, or through the eyes of someone else. In my case, I always thought that I 

understood my country. That is, until I left my country and saw it through the eyes of European media 

and my international colleagues and acquaintances. A long time subscriber to the Wall Street Journal, 

New York Times, and CNN, after moving, my gaze turned toward international editions of the media, 

including BBC, Financial Times, and the English edition of Le Monde. Conversations with my growing, 

international, mostly ex-pat group of acquaintances and colleagues led to provocative and informative 

conversations about my country and its place in the world. It seems that Trump and his antics are on 

everyone’s minds. Cultural differences and priorities revealed themselves in each conversation. The first 

thing I noticed in nearly every conversation, is that Europeans have no idea what life in the United States 

is really like, or what Americans think and value, particularly in regards to politics. It is as if the 

Europeans that I encounter actually believe that life in America is akin to what they view on American 

reality tv, sitcoms, and movies. Nothing could be further from the truth. Most Americans struggle, work 

hard, live a quiet life, want a better future for their families, and we strive for the “American Dream” and 

support others doing the same. Most Americans don’t live the Scandal or Duck Dynasty lifestyle and the 

White House isn’t actually the House of Cards. However, those vast extremes do exist.  

     I have never been firmly on the side of the Democrats or the Republicans, finding both parties deeply 

flawed and corrupt, thinking little of the populous, and just about fierce party affiliations, in accordance to 
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the lobby that has their ear by filling their pockets in a strange form of legalized bribery or extortion and 

funding their various causes. Most politicians, in my experience and opinion, are in it for themselves. 

They pad their bank accounts and profit from life-long government pensions, education for their off-

spring, special health care and benefits separate from the civilian population, and many other unique 

paybacks bestowed on them, often for life. Donald Trump is just the latest extortionist to join the political 

gain game, at the expense of the American public. 

     Trump’s tactics of toxic propaganda, puffery, smoke and mirrors, and flat out deception are expected 

amongst the political field and the knowing public; but his level of flat-out lying and inventing non-truths 

is at an all-time high-level that we have never seen before. The truth doesn’t matter to him, his 

administration, or his extremely, loyal base who adore him for his delusions of grandeur. 

“If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it. The lie 

can be maintained for such a time as the state can shield the people from the political, economic 

and/or military consequences of the lie. It thus becomes vitally important for the State to use all of its 

powers to repress dissent, for the truth is the mortal enemy of the lie, and thus by extension, the truth 

is the greatest enemy of the State.”” Joseph Goebbels, Chancellor, Nazi Germany
i
 

 

Congress and many White House staffers are exhausted just trying to keep up, and the public has become 

neutered by technology and tracking, so the idea of an uprising, while simmering, will likely never occur. 

He has the American public right where he wants them—by the balls
1
. We are just stand there, watching 

the horror show unfold. Every day brings something new yet equally unpalatable and disgraceful.  

… Already long ago, from when we sold our vote to no man, the People have abdicated our duties; for 

the People who once upon a time handed out military command, high civil office, legions- everything, 

now restrains itself and anxiously hopes for just two things: bread and circuses. 

… iam pridem, ex quo suffragia nulli / uendimus, effudit curas; nam qui dabat olim / imperium, 

fasces, legiones, omnia, nunc se / continet atque duas tantum res anxius optat, / panem et circenses. 

…  (Juvenal, Satire 10.77–81) Roman poet, late first century A.D., Roman Empire
ii
 

 

     As I struggled to write this paper, I watched the disastrous zero-tolerance, anti-immigration, children 

in cages-gate unfold, while Trump and his base continue to cry foul and fake news, attacking the news 

sources and media desperately trying to illuminate the defeated public. All the while, the world watches in 

horrified wonder. Trump has corroded our reputation in the world as a reliable and steady world power, 

strong, virile, and potent: a country to aspire to. His abrasive personality, childish communication styles, 

and draconian policies have left him looking like a very dangerous buffoon, and left the United States 

citizens looking weak, complacent, and complicit. I am asked on a daily basis, “How could you let this 

happen,” as if I am solely responsible for the travesties that Trump, his family, and his administration are 

constantly committing, or have committed in their /his brazen past. 

                                                     

1 "When you've got them by the balls, their hearts and minds will follow." Attributed to John Wayne. 
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     Trump has gleefully become a treacherous global villain. A position at once held by his two most 

admired vicious dictators-cum-heroes: Vladimir Putin and Kim Jong-un. He is a very destructive, 

powerful, unaware, and reprehensible, self-admitted bully who acts on his whims and doubles down when 

he doesn’t get his way. He regularly resorts to crafted authoritarian tactics like peppering his inner White 

House sanctum with his criminal family members, military leaders, or blind followers. He threatens the 

media and his opponents with imprisonment after humiliating them and degrading their reputations with 

lies, misquoted pseudo facts, and general fear-mongering. He regularly employs hate-language and 

rhetoric of fear to insight once underlying tensions often resulting in violence and occasionally in murder.  

     The FBI reports a surge in hate crimes upon Trump’s election of six percent in the first year and seven 

percent in the second
iii
 Trump revealed his shameful racial bias and bigotry when he mishandled the 

aftermath of the protest, clash, and deadly violence surrounding the August, 2017, Unite the Right rally (a 

reaction to the removal of Confederate monuments), appearing to condone the violent actions of the  Neo-

Nazis and White Supremacists by quipping that there were “very fine people (on both sides)”. By 

increasing fear of “the other” Trump continues to develop a protectionist approach to the United States 

under the guise of making America great again. Making matters worse for the nation (but easier for 

Trump’s smoke-and-mirrors agenda) the Trump administration is laden with so many scandals and 

disasters, it is hard to keep up or take him seriously, and few do, which is a grave error. Trump’s hate 

rhetoric and clear dictator worship has led him to fallaciously believe that he can become one too. He 

wants Nazi-era styled, glossy military parades and subservient subjects who sit at attention, bending to his 

every whim, and evidenced by the recent actions and interviews of ICE agents, his tactics are working.  

     In his first few months, Trump, in efforts to destabilize or destroy everything that his predecessor 

accomplished, exited and attempted to renegotiate various trade agreements like the Trans Pacific 

Partnership and NAFTA. He exited the globally supported Paris Agreement. He gutted the Departments 

of Education, the National Endowment for the Arts & Humanities, and the Environmental Protection 

Agency. He fought to overturn and replace Obamacare, and was delivered his first major loss.  He moved 

the US Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. He exited UNESCO.  He withdrew from the Iran 

nuclear deal, unsettling European allies. “With friends like that who needs enemies,” European Council 

President Donald Tusk wrote about the United States in an unusually blunt tweet this week.
iv
  

     His administration has been plagued with serious scandals and corruption including Ben Carson’s 

gross misuse of taxpayer dollars to luxuriously furnish his office, to Scott Pruitt flying only first class, 

also using tax payer funds. The ‘specter of Russian collusion’
v
 is hanging a dark, heavy, and nebulous 

cloud over everything Trump and his administration does. His daughter, sons, and son in law are 

delinquents. His wife was an illegal immigrant. The Michael Cohen / Stormy Daniels catastrophe and 

Trump’s lengthy history of sexual harassment and misconduct plague him. The list is long and growing. 
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“President Trump, when it comes to draining the swamp, has been a complete and utter 

disaster,” Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said at a press conference on the steps of 

the U.S. Capitol. “The swamp has never been more foul and more fetid than it is under this 

president.”
vi
 

 

     Trump spitefully tosses around threats and imposes tariffs when he is confronted. He has alienated our 

closest, most important allies and partners with his behavior and incessant off-the-rails tweeting. He is 

cavalierly breaking up long-standing alliances and trade agreements that are the current foundation of the 

globe’s operating system. His wave of destruction goes unchecked and untampered by our impotent and 

sniveling congress. These tariff wars are going to ultimately hurt the American population at the gas 

pump, in the production and construction industries, in the retail check-out line, in the hospitality and 

tourism industries, and ultimately, by destabilizing the global economy. 

     Trump’s widely criticized, racist and fear inducing, zero-tolerance, anti-immigration policy that ripped 

thousands of vulnerable, innocent children from their desperate parents, caging them in tent communities 

and a system of hidden holding centers, drugging and abusing them, recently came to a crashing halt 

when Trump, weakened and embattled, was essentially forced to reverse his deceitful rhetoric and sign a 

cleverly crafted executive order which neither offers a solution to the problem, nor restores the dignity 

and humanity to the immigrant parents, legal or not, by making them felons. The children, yet to be 

reunited with their parents, are left in a despicable limbo.  

     Over the course of the past few decades, the very fabric of American society and culture has been 

cracked and divisiveness has crept in. We were once a country united, but have sustained severe fissures 

before. On June 16, 1858, in his acceptance speech for the nomination for the Illinois State Senate seat 

that he coveted, soon to be President Abraham Lincoln famously lamented:   

A house divided against itself, cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure, permanently, 

half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved — I do not expect the house to fall 

— but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing or all the other. Either the 

opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in 

the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it forward, till it shall 

become lawful in all the States, old as well as new — North as well as South.
vii

 
2
 Abraham Lincoln. 

 

However, in this day and age of 24/7 news and vapid social media, with access and hate festering at what 

seems to be an all-time high, at least for my lifetime, I don’t see foes becoming friends again. A house 

divided cannot stand and America is severely divided on just about every socio-economic, political, 

environmental, and human rights issue. Flaming the fires of unrest, our once reliable congress has become 

impotent and afraid; a parliamentary system, not representing the interests or desires of our public, but 

fearfully toeing their crumbling party lines. Bullies, liars, and incompetent daughters, sons, and son-in-

                                                     
2
 A statement attributed to Jesus recorded in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke). 

(http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/house.htm). 
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law’s are running the horror show. Trump has been wildly unpopular, with plummeting approval ratings, 

and is criticized by everyone except his obstinate base. He is reckless, thoughtless, tone-deaf, vicious, 

juvenile, and just plain disgusting. He isn’t nearly as intelligent as he is arrogant. He truly believes that he 

can get away with fumbling through our political and legal system. And, unless the American public 

comes together to stop him, his swath of destruction will only continue. A divided America isn’t able to 

come together, putting aside their partisan investments, for the good of the country. We are, it seems, too 

busy shaking our collective heads, or battling it out on Twitter and Facebook, to actually converge and do 

anything meaningful to fight this would be despot. Once he is done destroying America and our place in 

the world, Trump will slink away, because he doesn’t have the reputation for playing the long game 

anywhere outside of his fancy golf courses. Under pressure, he isn’t known for resilience or perseverance: 

he swiftly throws in the towel, divorces frequently, repeatedly declares bankruptcy, or just slithers away, 

leaving a wake of destruction and devastation in his path.  His impotence is beginning to reveal itself, 

evidenced by his recent forced reversal of his zero-tolerance immigration, human rights violating,   

reckless children in cages, psychological manipulation tactic; his repeated failures to supplant 

Obamacare; and to bully Mexico into paying for a border wall. He will continue to spew hate rhetoric, 

flail his little hands around, play golf, and tweet unhinged, nonsensical threats and digs at just about 

everyone in the world, but, his grip on power is fading just as quickly as his grip on reality did.  

     The American public has lost trust in our government from the local level to the very top spot. We no 

longer trust the media, social and traditional, particularly in light of the Cambridge analytics scandal. We 

are at odds with our neighbors, our families, and our friends, both in our personal lives and in the global 

political arena. We are in the midst of a middle class crisis, a crisis of democracy, and of ideology. 

Americans are weakened but resilient. Optimistically, Americans will be able to weather this despicably 

cruel Trumpian era and repair most of his damage over time. His election was reactionary, a pendulum 

swung to the far right after hovering to the left for eight years. For the United States to survive and restore 

our rightful place of proud prominence in the world, we will have to reignite bi-partisan collaboration in 

the spirit of “all for one, one for all.” The first step will be overhauling our ridiculously obstructionist 

partisan local, state, and federal governments by installing less corrupt public officials who are invested in 

working together to repair our nation, our relations, and our very society. It is time to require term limits 

on congress, weaken the grips of lobbies, and restore our system of checks and balances.  

     Americans must come together to decide what it means to be an American, to live as an American, and 

to redefine and value American ideals. We must carefully participate in our political and legislative 

systems by actively engaging with one another, with candidates, nominees, and elected officials to 

demand representative action and legislation. It is time for Americans to understand how our government 

works, and why it does the things that it does. It is time to understand taxes and allocations of funding. 
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The time is long overdue for all Americans to objectively look at socio-economic stratification, wealth 

inequality, opportunity inequality, and demand more tolerance from ourselves and for our fellow 

American citizens. Americans need to look to a new and fresh cohort of leadership, unburdened by the 

traditional values of the ‘older, white, wealthy, conservative, Christian, male’ legacy that eclipses the 

culturally diverse nation that is the United States. Only then will we be able to exterminate the 

atmosphere of hate, greed, corruption, and malice toward anyone outside of the current régime. It is time 

for some fresh blood, with fresh notions and the naivety to attempt them. The candidates for the jobs are 

there, incubating ideas and developing followings. If they want to succeed in saving the United States, 

they are going to have one hell of a fight. That fight needs to be public, it needs to start now, and it needs 

to involve every citizen in the country. For if it doesn’t, there will not be a United States worth saving.  
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Appendix A 

Here's a list of the Trump administration's actions in its first 72 hours
viii

: 

1. Taken over running of the entire federal government. 

2. Issued an executive order aimed at rolling back former President Barack Obama's Affordable Care Act. 

3. Halted a reduction to the annual mortgage insurance premiums borrowers pay when taking out government-backed 

home loans. 

4. Ordered agencies to freeze new regulations, giving the new administration time to review them. 

5. Received a key legal OK from the Justice Department for Trump son-in-law Jared Kushner to take on a role in the 

White House. 

6. Met with the CIA, where he addressed employees. Trump also took over the nuclear codes 

Trump's nominee for CIA director, Kansas Rep. Mike Pompeo, contradicted his earlier testimony and said he was 

open to revisiting limits on interrogation techniques including waterboarding if his intelligence officers think it is 

needed. 

7. Raised the specter of another conflict in Iraq, with Trump expressing regret for not taking over the country's oil and 

telling the CIA, "We should have kept the oil. Maybe we'll have another chance." 

8. Spoke to the Mexican president and said the two will meet at the end of January. 

9. Spoke to the Canadian prime minister about the two nations' economic relationship. 

10. Announced he has meetings with leaders in Mexico and Canada to begin re-negotiating NAFTA. 

11. Announced his first foreign leader meeting will be Friday with the United Kingdom Prime Minister Theresa May. 

12. Signaled a shift in the Justice Department's civil rights efforts when it requested a delay in the lawsuit over a Texas 

law requiring voters to present certain types of government-issued IDs. 

13. Prepared to issue more executive orders this week. 

14. Told the National Park Service not to tweet after it retweeted side-by-side images showing the crowd at former 

President Barack Obama's 2009 inauguration and Trump's inauguration. 

15. Began discussions about moving the US embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

16. Confronted his first national disaster as President, deadly tornadoes in Georgia. 

17. Issued executive orders to withdraw from the Trans Pacific Partnership trade deal negotiations, as well as executive 

order on abortion and lobbyists who want to work in the White House. 
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Appendix B (I understand Wikipedia is not a reliable source, which is why this is an appendix, for reference only). 

The following 56 pages are in this category, out of 56 total. This list may not reflect recent changes (learn more).
ix
 

 Timeline of protests against Donald Trump 

A 

 Alternative facts 

 American Manufacturing Council 

 Assessing Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent US 

Elections 

B 

 Ben Carson office furnishing scandal 

 Bowling Green massacre 

C 

 Casa Padre 

 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 

D 

 Data rescue 

 Donald Trump's disclosures of classified information 

 Dismissal of James Comey 

 Dismissal of Sally Yates 

 2017 dismissal of U.S. attorneys 

 Donald Trump judicial appointment controversies 

 Dorado Ground Water Contamination Site 

E 

 Efforts to impeach Donald Trump 

 2017 electronics ban 

 Executive Order 13767 

 Executive Order 13769 

 Executive Order 13780 

F 

 Fake News Awards 

 Trump administration family separation policy 

 Fire and Fury 

H 

 Raid on Al Hathla 

 Criticism of government response to Hurricane Maria 

L 

 LGBT protests against Donald Trump 

 Links between Trump associates and Russian officials 

 List of people granted executive clemency by Donald Trump 

M 

 Hurricane Maria 

 2017 Mexico–United States diplomatic crisis 

 2018 missile strikes against Syria 

O 

 Occupy ICE 

P 

 Pardon of Joe Arpaio 

 Rob Porter abuse allegations 

 President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities 

 Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity 

 Tom Price private jet scandal 

 Protests against Executive Order 13769 

 Protests against Trump administration family separation 

policy 

R 

 Raid on Yakla 

 Russian interference in the 2018 United States elections 

S 

 2017 United States–Saudi Arabia arms deal 

 Donald Trump on social media 

 Strategic and Policy Forum 

 American-led intervention in the Syrian Civil War 

T 

 Draft:Timeline of Russian interference in the 2016 United 

States elections list 

 Tongo Tongo ambush 

 Trump campaign–Russian meetings 

 Trump tariffs 

 Trump Tower wiretapping allegations 

 Donald Trump sexual misconduct allegations 

U 

 Unite the Right rally 

 United States recognition of Jerusalem as capital of Israel 

 United States withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan 

of Action 

 United States withdrawal from the Paris Agreement 

 Ursula (detention center)
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